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] One Jesding objedt of pusbing forward the infantry 
rapidly was to secure, if possible, the bridge across 
P “Panner's Creek, by which the route to Norfolk would 
be shortened severa) miles. The route Jay through 
pine woods and over roads in only tolerable condition., 
At abeut 1 o’clock the leading regiment, onder Max 
Wanna, came to the bridge end found it burning, hav- 
Ming just been set on fire by s body of men who had 
planted « couple of small guns on the opposite bank, 
which they opened woee our advance. Gen. 
: ‘porte. News, ei Gen, Woot’s request, 40 join 
y | the expedition. thought this indicated an intention te 
} fesietthe further progress of our troops, and that 
hothing could be done without artiliery and a latger 
forée.. He accordingiy started beck to hurry up the 
batteries and to provide for bringing over a portien of 
his command as a reinforcement. Gen. Woon, how- 
ever, meantime decided to push forward. The col- 
umn marched beck about two miles and a halftos 
point where « diverging read led around the head of 
7 ‘Tanner's Creek, and took that rovte to Norfolk. 
jin | Nothing farther was. heard from the party that had 
| fired upon our colump, and it was evident that the 
demonstration was merely intended to protect them 
in the destruction of the bridge. They fred about a 
e ai dozen shots, none of which took effect. 
— ay itthe steam{ug I, 2 Our troops pushed rapidly forward in spite of the 
* folk. | perte heat of the day, and at 5 o'clock reached the in- 
trenched camp, some two miles this side of Norfolk, 
4 had been very strongly fortified -with earth- 
“works'on which were mounted twenty-nine pieces of 
‘artillery. No troops were in the place, and our forces 
passed through it on their way tothe town. Just be- 
| ‘fore reachingit.they. were. met by. a fagef truce, to 
which en officer wes at once seni. forward to inquire 
} Ms object.. Receiving the information that fhwas to 
treat for the surrender @f the. city, the officer re- 
turned, and: Gen,. Woo. and. Staff, with Secretary 
Cuden, advanced to: meet the Mayor of the city, who 
had come ouf under the fleg. Both parties dismount- 
ed sud entered & cottage by the roadside, when the 
Mayor informed the General of the evacuation of the 
city end of the object of his visit. 
* It events that @ meeting was held at Norfolk some 
days since, not long, probably, after the evacuation of 
| Yorktown was resolved upon, of the rebel Secretary 
of War, Gen. Hues, Gen, , and some 
others of the leading military al which it 
= ° was determined not to attempt to held the City 
ws Catania yo Bee cate gam agsinst any demonstration of the National forces to 
rt effect its capture. This decision was followed by the 
withdrawal of the main body of the troops ; and this 
(Saturday) morning, after it was understooa that our 
© |} troops had landed at Ocean View, and were advan- 
cing upon the City, Gen. Huexa addressed the follow- 
| Ang letter te the Mayor : 
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